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Honorable Adolf A. Borle, Jr. I . i * IHh ? ■ 

4,„ .. L*t" *. 


Assistant Secretary of State 


, 7 roai J. 2igar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject* COJAfUNIST ACTIVITIES IN ECUADOR 



A« of possible interest to you, there is attached hereto a report 
Cvncerain^ Consmmist activities in Ecuador recently received from a confidential 
and reliable souroe. 
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It will be noted that Ecuadoran Communists contemplate the formation 
of a country-wide anti-Fascist organization which will operate as a Communist 
front, Yfur attention is also directed to information ^concerning the formation 
o;' a secret leftist youth organization known as "Juveritud Socialista Unificada", 
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This information has been made available to the American Embassy, Military^ 
Attache, and Naval Attache in Quito, Ecuador, 



Enclosure 

oc - Director of Naval Intelligence 
Navy Department, Washington, D. 
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G-2, War Department {j 

Washington, D. C« V 
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Attention: Colonel L. R, Forney 



January £ 6 1944 


cc*«roi->i' /tdrmTUB in Ecuador 

■«ulto , Ecuador 


.RCVINCLu. ALT! -FASCIST CONFKRiNCA. JUITO 

The following information concerning the Conferenoia irovinciol Anti- 
fascist?. de Tichincha {Provincial Anti-Fascist Conference; held in uito, Ecua- 
dor, from ^epteober 20 - 27, 1943, was furnished by reliable and confidential 
Source A who took an active part in the preparations for and the carrying out 
of the procrow* 

On September 13, 1943, a meeting of the Organizing Conniittee of the 
Conference vms held in the quarters of the U0VBU15NT0 ANTIFASCIST 4 OPL ECUADOR 
in jiito. Delegatee were present from the Communist Party, the Antifascist 
Movement, Union Democrstica del 3eundor, and moot of the Labor Unions, includ- 
ing those of the Teachers, Shoemakers, Shoe-blacks, Carpenters; the Spanish 
Republicans (by MANU2L OCANA DORADO;, and the Free Germans (by H tfo* T ‘HOC KATZ 
and iRNiR FaL£; . RAYMOND JliAN MLRICUiST (G0USS5DAL) of Quito, organizer of the 
Conference, stated that other Free Groups had been invited but apparently had 
not sent any representatives, although a delegate might be expected later from 
the Czech group. 

llr* AAMUBL OCANA (DOR/iDO; was designated Chairman of the meeting and 
various resolutions were passed for the conduct of the Conference during the 
week of v>ept ember £C'th through 27tb, the first session to be held the evening 
of the 2Cth in a room in the Central University. On Tuesday, September 21at, 
another meeting of the Organizing Committee was scheduled; on • ednesday the var- 
ious committees appointed from the members of the Conference would confer; on 
Thursday another Organizing Committee meeting; and on Friday the sub-Commit teas 
would again confer; on Saturday the final full session was scheduled in a meeting 
hall in the University. At tills first meeting of the Orpaaizin omalttee the 
general program to be approved by the Conference was stated by lURIdPXT to be the 
formation of local Anti-Fascist ommittees in all parts of the country, to be 
united in one single central organization, and thus to unify antifascists through 
out Ecuador • 

at the opening session of the Conference on September 20, 1343, the 
first speaker was an attorney named IJAaC JAWTuD, delegate from the ALIAH2A 

CttAffOnLiitIA, which is a political coalition supporting the presiden- 
tial candidacy of exiled JUo* MARIA VELAoCO IBARRA in the elections of the spring, 
of 1344. ihere have been no Indications thus far that SANTOS i a connected with 
the PCX (Communist Party of Ecuador }. lie called upon all Anti-Fascists of the 
western Hemisphere to unite in defense of Democratic principles %4iich included 
not onl> the ooncepts of the French Revolution, "Liberty, equality, and /rater- 
nity but also an element of .conoaic liberty. He indicated that in America we 
*~ rv ^ n0 ' or z than ’’play" at Democracy, and that in Ecuador industry and 
< eonoiqy ; aust be reorganized to give the people true economic freedom. 

The second speaker was RAYMOND JEAN MESIGUET (CCUS3.SGiiL; , French 


1st, who spoke on the subject of "Ubs Fight Against Fascism. He made a 
brief analysis of Fascism to illustrate the prlacipal points against which the 
United Nations are fighting. 

Third on the program was PJtIMIfIVO BARkaTO of iulto, delegate from the 
UNluS SLMDIuaL JuL ilCHIHCEL. and Incidentally one of the leaders in <iuito of the 
Ecuadoran vosiuniit JF'arty. He spoke on the isiaoe of the 'Fifth Column' and 
emphasised the contrast between Nasi barbarians and what is its exact opposite , 
the soviet ^e» iae which •'has permitted individual liberty, oolleotive liberty, 

■art ^ere the asbition of the workers ia surpassed, and which likewise defends 
with valor tha public interest,” etc. He went on to eulogize the USSR, indicat- 
ing it has bean able to dsfsnd Itself so well because it "represents the dearest 
lntereeta of the popular assess • Likewise something has been said concerning 
the injustices engendered by the Capitalist regime. There has been some truth 
end some exaggeration, but it la oartain that it is not incumbent to Introduce 
ourselves into such a del lost a problem. Furthermore, it can be said that Imper- 
ialism works for dangerous anis, but also w# must recognize that it has its good 
side with Churchill, noosevelt, Wallace and wlllkle, the symbols of Democracy. 

It is known to all that the are of economic imperialism and dollar diplomacy has 
ended forever; the vision of the people of America must recognize the principles 
expounded by the symbols of Democracy..." He continued to urge the uniting of 
the laboring sines to bring about a genuine Democracy for the people of Ecuador 
after the present war. 

The fourth speaker was BSiH .O WHL132R of ^uito, an Austrian refugee news- 
paper columnist and writer, whose topic was "The Anti-Fascist *ar. Cur War,” and 
his argument was that it la "our war" because winning it will mean the downfall 
of Razl-fasclsa. He indicated that much fear is held of the Soviet Union, but 
in his opinion the sincerity of Russia should be apparent to all and "if the 
'Orld of tomorr w degenerates it will not be the fault of Russia.. •” 

After the masting U I U MP KStlGUBT, in a private conversation, was 
asked about the speech of Ba2TO0 AElHJffi and he replied that the talk had been sll 
ri^ht even If ISIS^* did not have the same Idea In mind concerning "evolution to 
-democracy" as the others, namely the "suppression of the Influence of Capitalism 
which prevents the development of a true Democracy." MSRlUCfcT stated that the 
this Influence should be accomplished not now by the force of arms, 
but gradually by securing control over the masses of the people. indi- 

cated a definite onti-"Yankee" attitude, statin*, that he did not trust a Caech 
ref I* e« newspaperman , Dr. XI > AUBHfert (who does translating work in the Amer— 

ices M-.Oi.asy >, because he was working; ’for the Yankees" and he wouldn’t "truet 
anybody who works for the Yankees." 

-t subsequent sessions of the Organizing Committee and the full Con- 
arence, It * e * r i v o t.o fora a Coordination Commission which was to coordin- 
ate tbs ecti nties of the various local Anti-Fascist groups idiich fcSlIMTST planned 


to fora in all conaa unities in Lcuadar. ouch Commission should bo supported by 
all the roups which sent delegates to the Frovineial Anti-Fascist Conference 
end should be set up as a rival rroup to the presently existing Inter-Allied 
Committee (heeded by 1 LAFABGUE) in which KSRIGVSI and the Anti-Fascist 

groups wield little if any influence. For the purpose of working out the pro- 
grams end policies the Conference proceeded to the election of four sub-commit- 
tees each consisting of three persons. It was later determined in private con- 
versation with iiSRIGUuJT that he had carefully arranged for at least one Commun- 
ist to be elected to each sub-Commlttee. The voting, was conducted by roll cell 
in particular sequence of the delegates to the conference, and each should 
announce the name of the person for whom he voted to be a member of the sub- 
committee under consideration. FRJMITIYC BARE5T0 ( Communist i arty member ) was 
placed at the top of the list of delegates and, as had been anticipated by 
M&RIGU1T, the Indifferent delegates voted for the candidates proposed by BARRETO 
who voted first on each ballot. Following the election of the sub-commit tees, 
the President of the Conference, Ca'CAR jSNDARa 0. f a leading Communist who at one 
time studied in Russia, proposed that when the respective sub-committees had 
completed their work a permanent central coordination commission should be formed 
to oontinue the work of organizing all anti-fascists in the country, to be com- 
posed of the chairmen of the fbur sub-committees. 3uch proposal was adopted and 
the Coordination Commission was accordingly formed, consisting of three Communists 
and one member of the socialist Party. 


On oepteraber 27, 194 3, at 6:15 p.m. the final meeting of the Conference 
was held at the ^alon ..aximo of the Central University, the speakers being CSSAR 

iLMDARA G., Communist leader, GUiJTAVU BLCLftRA 0., Secretary-General of the Commun- 
ist Far ty of -ouador, and LUi^ l la (TitaaAYO), representing the Socialist 

Party. B£Gt£8A was officially listed as delegate of the ' Hmi JJTO AJSTI-FA3CI3TA 
fltoi- ^CUmUOS. 


following the conclusion of the week’s deliberations, the Conference 
published a ar,all booklet entitled "INFCRMeS T RSSOLUCI ONI 3 - COMFauENCXA FRO- 
n^UL AHTIFASCIS** Dl PSBHINCtth." This booklet lists the followinr as officers 
of the Conference: 


aNUARa G. — President 

LUIS &ALDCKAD0 (TAviAIC ) - - — — Vice-President 

u&acTO JtfDAUA G. ------- Recording iecretary 

GUSTAVO CAKiv tubji - -- -- -- - Corresponding secretary 


» 4 - a x &f * h9 ® e the first tlK> t>®cn discussed above. RN^STC &NT3ARA C. Is 

stated by reliable source B to be a brother of CS3AR G., and a Communist 

the S1NDl ‘ ZAL VO* i I CHINCH i , and e correspondent 

concern in"" ^is source was unable to s^ive any information 

wns , ^ kfr0Und ° r 8Ctivitle ® of CARRERA, other than that he 

a member of the organizing Committee of the Conference. 


-his booklet further lists the following delegates to the Conference: 


3 * 


tfOTlmleato Antifascists del Ecuador - itAXliCND KERIOUZr, GUSTaVO Bf-XJURRA, SNRIJUB 
Y&RDU (of idiom the first two hare already been discussed, and concern- 
ing ¥L JO Source B vis in possession of no information;; 

Allanse Democrat lea count or lane - Attorney ISAAC oANTOo (mentioned above;* 

Union -iodical del l'icMnche - FRIM1TIV0 BARRLTO (mentioned above as a speaker 
at first session;, SiKtTXL RIVAS (a secretary of the Union Slndical), 
and JtMSTV iNDARAG. (mentioned above); 

Union C>aneral da umpleedos de Comerelo - GUSTAVO CARR’sRA (mentioned above), and 
LUI3 /vLMAl'JA (concerning sdiom Source B had no Information) ; 
lndleato ftaeloaal de iducndoree - TIrtSO GOMEL (no reoord in possession of 
Source B); 

olndieato da acritorea y Artistes - CARLOS BKAVOKALC R. (operator of Communist 
bookstore and member of the iolltleel Bureau of the Communist i-arty 
of t'.cuador according to Source B; ; 

i art ldo .oclallsta cuatoriana - iJUBIIK SILVA (no reoord Source 9; and JORGE 
MALDONADO C. (mentioned above); 

4 art i do vonunlete Acuotoriano • GUSTaVO VALENCIA (also head of Carpenters* Union), 
OttSAft &HDARA 0 . (mentioned above;, and CaRL 03 LALAkA (also Treasurer 
of tbs Aeuedoran Coamunlst Party;; 

Alianse /esenina zcuatoriaaa - N£LA MARTINAA (known Party member and employee in 
the 'vUinine section of the Corporacion ..cuatoriana de Fomentos; 

«- : :rup*cion Cultural de Irebajadorea ^cuatorianos "Lombardo Toledano" - LUIS 11 . 

-MXMQ (no reoord Source B except also knom to be a member of Crgan- 
lUivr Comlttee of the Conferences, GERARDO RaLA (no record Source B) , 
end Caoah u. aitXJCLLvN (no reoord source B) s 
idle at o Union de fabric .? "tX de Snero" - LUIS BfiBIIGHiX (no reoord Source B j, 
end VICTOR PALMING (no record Source B) ; 

Jlndlcato de uperarloa de -apaterie - iCO&uSTO UVSrU (no record Source B;, and 

DlAi. (no reoord Source B; ; 

-lndleato 4a Trabajadoree de lo U-adera • LUIo PAZHINO (CABETA3J (no record Source 
B>, and LU 1 ~ MCuYJlXRC (who previously visited the United States 
and exleo with GUSTAVO VALENCIA as represent sit Ives of this (the Car- 
pan tera'; union;; 

Sooledad :« xjetuneroa - 1 C PL LAFULRTA (no reoord Source B); 

vindicate da foto^rafoa - iOirUSL -liSSKiSRC^ (no reoord Souroe B); 

Slndloato Ucico de Saatree y Modlstaa - J\j*£ ALV RO (PCS member;, gnd OCTaTIaNO 
TLRA*f (no record Source B) ; 


Comlte de ^Mpresa de la Fabrica da liuebloe da la Oaje del Seruro - CARLOS PAHAFIBL 
and VICTOR LOPJSA (no record on either Source B) : 

Camlte de Defense Indiana - ADRSLIO PADILLA (no reoord Source 3); 

Uamlte Indlreca A-itifasciste de Yanahuanleo - DOIDRSS UiCUANGO (no ~oonrd Source B) 
Comite Indiana .^ntifasciata de Juan iiontelvo • JS3US GUALAVTSI (Cownunist Party 
leader of the village of Cayambe, north of iulto); 

Aoclon Rapublloana apanola - MANUEL OCANA (DORADO); 

Hovl mien to Aleman P ro-Oamocraoia y Li bar tad - KBRNiiR FALCK and HartBsRT MAX KATZ 
. . (no record 3ouroe B except as members of Free German iiovement) ; 

w unite de Austrlaoos Libras - Ca^RLSS RAPOPOJiT (no record Source • 


de Plehincha* f " Uowla0 aT * •• ®»bers of the Coalte Pronnclal Antifasoista 



retary-Cenaral - RAYMOND MERIGU^T; 

Secretary of the Interior - RUBEN 3ILVA (no record Source B)j 
Recording and Corresponding Secretary • GUSTAVO CARR SRit (no record Source B) ; 
Organizing and statistical Secretary • LUIS M« PALMING (mentioned above); 
Secretary for Agitation and Prop^snda - LUIS AI?4 EIDa (no record Source B) ; 
Treasurer and Secretary of Financial Aid - GUSTAVO BBC3HRA 0. (3eoretary-General 
of the Communist Party of Ecuador); 

Press Secretary - CS3AR LMDARA G. (mentioned above as PCS mmnber); 

Liaison Officer with other Committees in the Republic — OWN BfAARA G* (men* 
tloned above as PC3 member); 

Indian representative - DcLORLS CtfJUANGG (mentioned above)* 


The members of the Regional Committee for the Sierra of the doviraiento 
Antifascists del .uouador are Hated as follows: 


Secretary-General ----------- 

Treasurer --------------- 

Recording and Corresponding; secretary - 
Secretary for Foreign Relations - - - - 
Press secretary ---••••••••“ 

First Secretary for Labor Relations - - 
Second jscretsry for Labor Relations - 
secretary of Organization ------- 

Propaganda Secretary --------- 

Secretary of the Feminine Section - - - 


RAYMOND MJSRIGUST 
GUSTAVO BECERRA 0. 

ENRI tUE VERDU 

ABRaHAM PEICHKR (no record Source B) 
MANUEL OCANA (DORADO) 

PRIMIT1V0 BARRETO 
ERNESTO ENDARh G. 

DR* EDUARDO LUDENA (no record Source B) 

DR* ifiuilLIu ULCATBGU1 (no record Source B ) 
NELA MARTINET (mentioned above) 


In addition to the above committees, the Seeretary-Gansral of the 
Coastal Region Committee Is given as ENRI GIL (GILBERT) (Communist writer and 
leader of Guayaquil) and the National Coordination Committee members are stated 
to be ENRIQUE GIL (GILBERT) and RAYMOND MEklGUET. 


In the booklet are set out the various resolutions adopted by the Con- 
ference concerning the fight against Fascism, the fight against Fascism In ;*jua- 
dor, the plan for organization of the Anti-Fascist movement in Ecuador, and 
concerning the poet-war era* strict edherenoe to the terms of the Atlantic Charter 
is proposed, and the full text of the latter document is set out* Indicative of 
the efforts to Infiltrate the Indian population of the country was the presence 
at the Conference of Indian delegates from the Cayambe region, D0L0RB3 CACUANGC 
and J&SV3 GUALAVloI, whose pictures are printed in the booklet of resolutions* 

It has previously been noted that Communist organization tactics among the Indians 
have met with some success in the vicinity of Cayambe, but very little elsewhere* 


ARREST OF RAYMOND MERIGUET 

Source A indicated that on October 16, 1943, RAYMOND fflRIGUCT started 
fbr Guayaquil and Salinas on vfcat he told Source A was an organizing tour fbr 
the Anti-Fasoiet movement, his object being to organize local committees in various 
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la keuador* As ha* previously baas reported, ha was arrested by 
***** •utboritlaa for haring obtained his permit by fraud and was sent to Mal- 
wvamAq as a political prisoner* At the time of his arrmst he had is Ms posses- 
sion as organisation pise of th# *nti -fascist movement, thus refuting the asser- 
tioas of his fri ends that ha was no more than spending his vacation on the sea- 
shore* -»ince his arrest IORX0UT, according to the ^ulto papers, has been 
confined at the remote northern village of Maldonado and various anti-fascist 
UfSMps have hose attempting to socure his release* 

Reliable Source C has stated that the leader of the Free French, 
Captain i'ULxKK IiAKliU of <<ulto will not attempt to secure MKRIGUST's release to 
go to north Africa and join the French forces* DkflNIfl has given as his reason 
thi- he does not approve of fallow compatriots meddling in local politics and 
fi htiiv a aar with leaflets sad Communist propaganda instead of with arms* On 
Jee ember St, 1943, he.JCl‘j.r was still rsported confined at Maldonado where he 
has attracted some attention by professing to go on hunger strikes* 

airxsivac# ui ,ut cf p^rty j^xb^o *i;d ^ympaihluShs 

Reliable source D, who is personally acquainted with « number of the 
individuals listed below, has advised that some persons in Ecuador previously 
listed as FCs (Part ldo Comuniste Ccuatorianoj members are not in fact members, 
•ad likewise he has noted certain corrections in their names and identities as 
follows: ' <* "*-*••'»* 

13 13 WATCLS3R DILLON was reported as leader of the Julian Revolution 
of June 9, 1919# which was the beginning of the Communist Party in uiuador, and 
LCH*s present whereabouts were stated to he unknown. In fact DIIXOBT died a 
number of years ago* 


AAYmOUD M&RH*G&T was erroneously listed as "Raymond Merlnguet*" His 
full true nans is .ATMOMD J&Uf UtRloOhT (CCUcoifiCALj • 


Tbs Individual previously listed as HUMB28T0 X2LLA (JfciABTIiKZj la in 
fact identical with the female Communist of *ulto, N2LA MAHTINiZ and is not 
Identical with HODQdRTO KATA (KARTUTSZ; * 


. tL ClLHl I AZSIHu, uho was a delegate of the Frente Cbrero Independents 

Labor Cottf « r « no * presided over by the Colombian labor leader 
~ JXLuJ Ciw .1 ^icur- on October 13, 1942, has since become a traitor to the Com- 
^unlst Party and la no longer a meaber of same* 


wh*r« tb#- J Cnjra0i of La Libert ad and Ancon (on the peninsula 

of jnc&s l ! 1 ® cat * d *» wa ® erroneously stated to be the a< 

de It ?°ll ° Vn t r ° f tbe eu «*qnU dally newspaper "SI Uni verso." 

he is in fact the brother of this news paper owner. 
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aLB.^TO M, TORRES (VffiAj of Guayaquil, Hated as an active Party 
•r f is i .ot now a traitor to the Communist Party* 

JORGjS ALMXIO.'i, student at the Central University of Quito, li not in 
fact a Communist Party leader, but an active member of the ;ouadoran Socialist 

Party* 

C* GUILLERMO LASSO I-., Who fbr the past year has been President of the 
Ecuadoran Student Federation (Federaclon de aatudiante*? de Uhlversltarlos del 
Ecuador/, is likewise an aotlve member of the Ecuadoran Socialist Party* 

A probable addition to the list of actual Party members is the Spanish 
Republican leader of Quito, MANUAL OCANA (DOR^XJ, who is v uito Correspondent 
for the Guayaquil daily newspaper "i£l Telegrafo" and mho is listed previously 
in this memorandum as having taken an aotlve part in the Anti-Fascist Conference, 
.ul to , September 80- 27, 1943. He is known to be a great friend of RAYMOND 
IBRIGUdT and has given many indications during rscent months of dose connections 
with Communist activities in the *uito area* 

It should be noted in evaluating the sign if loanee of membership in the 
uoolalist Party of Ecuador that from 1925, vdien the Ecuadoran Communist Party 
was formed, to 1930, when the ssverance occurred, the Socialist and Communist 
Parties in this country were one and the same* For this reason it may be said 
that many "Socialists" in Ecuador are thorough believers in Marxism and the Com- 
munist doctrine, with the one exception that they feel it undesirable to submit 
to the foreign directives of the now supposedly defunct Comintern* Likewise, 
aocordlng to .Source D, there are many Socialist Party members who would be Com- 
munists were it not for the ill repute in which such Party is held by influential 
cl roles in icuador* 

‘OHM-AIT I UH OF "JUVjflTIUD SOCIALUTA UNIFIChDA" 


Confidential Cource D has further reliably advised that during recent 
weeks, according to the above-mentioned JORCS ALMiilDA, younger members of the 
Communist and Socialist Parties and of the Vanguardia Revolucionaria Socialists 
have, in line with the unification efforts of the Communist Party, formed a new 
and so lhr secret organization known as the JUVSNTUD 3(JCIAL1JT* UNIFIC ADA* It is 


patterned after a similar group in 3pein and its members need not dissociate 
themselves from their own political parties* The general purpose of the organ- 
ization is to fbra a united front of the younger elements of the left-wing polit- 
ical groups of Scuador. The Hoard of Directors Includes three Communists, three 
doeialists, one Vanguardista, and two independents, although no fixed ratio has 
been set. JORGie ALMEIDA is stated to have been elected I resident of the new 
( roap nna tae PCfi has bean acoeptad in the organization on the grounds that it 
no longer has fbreign ties following the dissolution of the Comintern* Until 
such time as the "Juvantud" deems it desirable the existence of the organization 

leftist* 0 *!?? !l! , < ff bllC iw 1 ? liticaUy 1,111 3U PP° rt «11 propositions of the 
leftists and possibly publish secretly political leaflets and a periodical to 


pagandlse Its policies. 


PBL?<C*?QA, DaTsLCHlglira 

Confidential Source i£ has made a tour of various bookshops in .uito 
which Lera previously been noted as distributors of Oomnunist propaganda. 
Inspection of a considerable number of Communist and left-wing works failed to 
reyeal any further names of fbreirn bookstores or foreign sources of such 

literature. 


